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The survey was conducted from the 14t to the 19t of February 2023.
1,000 adult Tasmanian residents were interviewed and responses weighted to reflect the Tasmanian adult population.
A sample of this size provides a maximum margin of error of +3.1 percentage points at the 95% confidence level.

Thisreport has been prepared by
Enterprise Marketing and Research Services
60 Main Road, Moonah TAS 7009

All enquiries should be addressed to:

Katrin Roy
Senior Research Analyst
EMRS Phone: (03) 62111222
PO Box 402 Fax: (03) 62111219
Moonah TAS 7009 E-mail: kroy@emrs.com.au

Confidential/ Declaimer

Notice: The information contained herein is confidential and has been supplied under a confidentiality agreement. If you are not authorised to view or to be in
possession of this document you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this document is e xpressly prohibited. If you receive
this document in error, please notify Enterprise Marketing and Research Services (EMRS) immediately on +61 3 6211 1222.

Limitations/ Liability
While all care and diligence has been exercised in the preparation of this report, EMRS does not warrant the accuracy of the information contained within and

accepts no liability for any loss or damage that may be suffered as a result of reliance on this information, whether or not there has been any error, omission or
negligence on the part of EMRS or its employees.

The survey was implemented according to ISO 20252 : 2019 standard, certificate number 888027.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH

The Research Methodology: EMRS adopted a quantitative survey methodology utilising Computer Assisted Telephone

Interviewing (CATI) and a small supplementary component of face-to-face interviewing. -

The phone survey was conducted utilising EMRS’ in-house call centre, ensuring high levels of quality control and that the target sample
sizes, and their distribution regionally, were achieved or closely achieved with low and statistically acceptable weightings. The target
population was based on 446,261 Tasmanian residents aged 18 years and over (source: ABS Census, 2021). In total, a sample of n=1,000
completed the survey, yielding overall results accurate to within +3.10 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. This is a highly
robust and reliable survey sample. Cross-tab analysis was applied to the results further ensuring the robustness of the findings.

Quotas: In order to gain a sample representative of the Tasmanian adult population, quotas were put in place for gender, age and region.
Where the quotas were not achieved, weighting was applied to the results to ensure they were accurate in reflecting the demographic
profile of the population.

Weighting: As the collected data set seldom mirrors the exact age/ gender/ regional distribution, in order to correct for this, the
following weightings were applied:

Table 1- Sample size and weightings

Age Unweighted %* Number Weighted %* Weights applied

18 to 24 years 5% 54 10% 1.8
25 to 34 years 10% 17% 1.7
35to 44 years 10% 15% 14
45 to 54 years 21% 16% 0.7
55 to 69 years 30% 25% 0.8
70 years or over 23% 18% 0.8

TOTAL RESPONDENTS 100% 100%

*Percentages do not sum to 100 due to rounding.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH, cont’d

—
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Weighting (cont’d) B ) s cianan

Table 1 (cont’d) - Sample size and weightings

Gender Unweighted % Number Weighted % Weights applied

Male 48% 482 49% 1.0

Female 52% 518 51% 1.0

Region Unweighted % Number Weighted % Weights applied

Hobart & South East 54% 535 52% 1.0
Launceston & North East 25% 252 27% 11

West & North West 21% 213 21% 1.0

TOTAL RESPONDENTS 100% 1,000 100%
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WHETHER POSSESSION OF CANNABIS FOR PERSONAL USE
SHOULD BE A CRIMINAL OFFENCE

—

Figure 1 - Whether possession of cannabis for personal use should be a criminal offence
(Percentage of all respondents)*

The clear majority of respondents said “no”, that
they did not believe possession of cannabis, or
marijuana, for personal use should be a criminal
offence (69%).

However, almost one in four survey respondents
think it should be a criminal offence; 23% of the
sample said “yes.”

7%

No Don't know/ unsure

% of all respondents (n=1,000)

Q. Do you believe that the possession of cannabis, or marijuana,
*Percentages do not sum to 100 due to rounding. for personal use should be a criminal offence?
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WHETHER POSSESSION OF CANNABIS FOR PERSONAL USE
SHOULD BE A CRIMINAL OFFENCE - SEGMENTED RESULTS (1)

—
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Figure 2 - Whether possession of cannabis for personal use should be a criminal offence
(Percentage of respondents by demographic subgroup)

B Yes No Don’t know/ unsure

Male 25%

GENDER

Female 22%

19%

23%

26%
Hobart
and South East

Launceston
and North East

North West
and West

20%

29%

REGION

24%
Respondents in Hobart and the South East were significantly more likely to say “no”, they did not believe the possession
of cannabis or marijuana for personal use should be a criminal offence (75%).

Statewide, the younger the respondent, the more likely they were also to say “no”.

Q. Do you believe that the possession of cannabis, or marijuana,
for personal use should be a criminal offence?
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WHETHER POSSESSION OF CANNABIS FOR PERSONAL USE
SHOULD BE A CRIMINAL OFFENCE - SEGMENTED RESULTS (2)

—
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Figure 3 - Whether possession of cannabis for personal use should be a criminal offence
(Percentage of respondents by demographic subgroup)*

® Yes No Don’t know/ unsure
Bass 31%
Braddon 25%

Clark 17%
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Franklin 23%

22%

Liberal

Labor

Greens

VOTING
PREFERENCE

Independent

0,
or other 19%

Respondents in the electorate of Clark were significantly more likely to say “no”, they did not believe the possession of
cannabis or marijuana for personal use should be a criminal offence (79%).

Statewide, voters with a preference for The Greens were also significantly more likely to say “no” (89%), when compared
to Liberal voters (54%).
Q. Do you believe that the possession of cannabis, or marijuana,
*Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. for personal use should be a criminal offence?
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ACTION THAT SHOULD HAPPEN TO ANYONE FOUND POSSESSING
SMALL QUANTITIES OF CANNABIS

—
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Figure 4 - Action that should happen to anyone found possessing small quantities of cannabis
(Percentage of all respondents)*

No action 38%

Referral to a treatment

: The respondents were prompted with a list of actions that should
or education program

happen to anyone found possessing small quantities of cannabis or

. . marijuana, and asked which single one they thought should be taken.
A caution or warning

They were most likely to state “no action” (38%).

Afine 10% :
° The next most frequent rates of mention were recorded for the more

lenient options of “referral to a treatment or education program” (23%),

Community service . :
Y 6% and “a caution or warning” (18%).

or weekend detention

The findings indicate that there are relatively low levels of community
endorsement of criminal penalties for the possession of small quantities
of cannabis for personal use.

A prison sentence 2%

Another actionT 5%

TThe responses of the n=15 respondents mentioning “another action” were:
Don't know/ unsure 204 “Should be determined by a court based on circumstance” (n=8); “No action if

under 18” (n=2); “Corporal punishment”, “Less severe if first offence”, “Exile”,
“A suspended prison sentence”, “Must name supplier” (n=1in each case).
% of all respondents (n=1,000)

Q. I'm going to read out some options. What single action best describes what you think
*Percentages do not sum to 100 due to rounding. should happen to anyone found possessing small quantities of cannabis or marijuana?
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ACTION THAT SHOULD HAPPEN TO ANYONE FOUND POSSESSING
SMALL QUANTITIES OF CANNABIS - SEGMENTED RESULTS

Figure 5 - Action that should happen to anyone found possessing small quantities of cannabis g cmrs
(Percentage of respondents by voting preference subgroup)* s

37%

4%
 Nosstion| m
59%

48%

Referral to a treatment
or education program

18%

” The only statistically significant variations in the survey results related to
A caution or warning o 1 % voter preferences.
14%

= \oters with a preference for The Greens were significantly more likely to
say “no action” should be taken (59%), when compared to Liberal voters
(24%).

Community service P = Voters with a preference for the Liberals were significantly more likely to
or weekend detention e say “a fine” should be imposed (15%), when compared to voters for The
3% Greens (2%).

A prison sentence

Allrespondents (n=1,000)
B Liberal (n=347)
m Labor (n=293)

Don't know/ unsure f% ® The Greens (n=119)
1%
Independent or other (n=170)

Another action

Q. I'm going to read out some options. What single action best describes what you think
*Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. should happen to anyone found possessing small quantities of cannabis or marijuana?
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